
 

Appendix 1 
 

London Assembly (Mayor’s Question Time) – 30 January 2013 

Transcript: Agenda item 4 – Mayor’s Report 

 

Darren Johnson (Deputy Chair):  Thank you.  The Mayor will now provide an oral update of up to 

five minutes in length on matters occurring since the publication of his report and, once the Mayor has 

given that, Assembly Members may come in with supplementary questions relating to matters in that 

update.  The Liberal Democrat group have asked for an oral update on the Mayor’s announcement that 

he plans to issue a Mayoral Directive on the Draft London Fire Safety Plan, which challenges the London 

Fire and Emergency Planning Authority (LFEPA) decision on the same date, that it should not include 

plans with the closure of fire stations or the loss of appliances.  I will take questions specifically on the 

Mayoral Directive on that but the wider issue of fire station closures is a tabled question by Navin Shah, 

so we will deal with the wider issues later on.  Mayor. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Thanks very much, Chair.  There are just a few things I want to 

draw to the Assembly’s attention since we last met and since you received my last report.  Number one I 

think is very interesting.  The Government is now announcing a consultation on the best way of 

implementing our suggestions for direct entry into the Metropolitan Police Service at a wide range of 

ranks as a way of accelerating our desire to have a police service that represents London and every 

community in London in the best possible way.  I think it is a positive development and I congratulate 

the Government on what they are doing there. 

 

Number two, we are very pleased to announce -  and I think it did not quite receive enough attention at 

the time - the £1.1 billion regeneration scheme for Croydon.  I think a lot of people had, frankly, 

despaired of this happening but it is going ahead.  It is a union between two illustrious retail developers; 

Westfield and Hammerson.  I pay tribute to them for their vision and of course I pay tribute to 

Steve O’Connell [AM] and everybody on Croydon Council who worked very hard to achieve that.  I think 

it will be a very good outcome for Croydon with a real prospect of jobs and growth in that borough. 

 

We have a new partner for the Pride Festival I am delighted to say and their commitment to help out 

with that over the next five years. 

 

On the LFEPA oral update requested by my friends in the Liberal Democrat group, I just want to say that 

obviously I had to weigh up two sets of advice as Mayor. I had to look at what the Commissioner for Fire 

is saying and what LFEPA have done.  With great respect to the LFEPA people who voted against the 

consultation I think that was not wise. I do not think that represents a way forward for London and I 

think indeed it was irresponsible to do so since there is no viable alternative being put forward by the 

LFEPA that makes any sense whatever. 

 

We are going to go ahead with a consultation which will go through until June 2013 and which will try 

to engage the public and the media in the most thoroughgoing way possible to try to build a consensus 

about a programme that the Commissioner and the professionals involved assure me will enable us to 

expand the number of boroughs in London that are able to receive both the first and second fire 

appliance within the target response times.  I think that is a good way forward. I think it is a very credible 

scheme and clearly - and I know we will have a discussion about this later on - people are going to ask, 



 

is this a real consultation, am I determined just to impose my will; of course this is a real consultation. It 

will go on and if there are improvements and modifications that can be made then of course we will do 

that. 

 

Darren Johnson (Deputy Chair):  Thank you.  I will take questions on the LFEPA decision first.   

 

Stephen Knight (AM):  Will you consider delaying issuing your Directive until after the GLA has 

finalised its budget proposal in order to allow consideration of the alternatives that will no doubt be put 

forward by the Assembly around alternative ways of closing LFEPA’s budget gap? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Well clearly, Stephen, it will be within the bounds of possibility 

during the consultation period for alternative suggestions to come forward.  There is no question at all 

that that is possible.  What I will not do is delay the process. We need to get on with the consultation, it 

has a period to run and I think we have to do that.  I actually think it was a bit odd and irresponsible of 

the LFEPA members to try to delay that. 

 

Andrew Dismore (AM):  You just said you will not delay the process, Mayor, but we had this grand 

announcement ten days ago - as we have come to expect from you - followed by absolutely nothing.  

Are you not just demonstrating more dithering indecision like some sort of latter day Lord Emsworth 

[fictional character in the Blandings stories by British comic writer P. G. Wodehouse], as we have come 

to expect?  Is this not -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Sorry, am I hearing this from a member of LFEPA who has 

completely abdicated his responsibilities and is so invertebrate, so protoplasmic, so anaemic in his own 

personal decision making  

 

Darren Johnson (Deputy Chair):  If you can let Mr Dismore finish -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  -- that he cannot actually come up with an LFEPA budget in 

spite of sitting on that committee and having that responsibility to the people of London.  I am not 

going to take any such criticism. 

 

Darren Johnson (Deputy Chair):  Let Mr Dismore finish his question first.  Mr Dismore. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Lord Emsworth was a notable and successful breeder of pigs, 

unlike you. 

 

Andrew Dismore (AM):  Well, all I can say, for somebody who looks like the Empress of Blandings, I do 

not think it is me, it is more like you. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Well speak for yourself sonny. 

 

Andrew Dismore (AM):  Anyway, I think I had made my point there about your dithering and 

indecision.  Isn’t this proposal, your Directive, really about whether you really think the people of 

London want a penny off their council tax at the expense of cuts in the Fire Brigade?  Why did you not 

accept that decision of LFEPA and stop taking the pee out of the Fire Brigade and drop your Directive? 
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Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I think I cleared this point up in my opening remarks.  For me it is 

a choice between listening to the maunderings and blatherings of people who are obviously determined 

to make a party political point rather than get on and do their job, or listen to serious professionals with 

33 years’ experience in the fire service who believe this is the best way forward for an excellent service.  I 

would just remind you and Londoners of the background to what we are doing, and I pay tribute also of 

course to the work of James Cleverley AM, the Chairman of LFEPA.  The most important thing to bear in 

mind is that this is about continuing to reduce deaths from fire in London and continuing to improve fire 

cover in London.  Indeed, a lot of the arguments that I think should prevail, a lot of the most 

commonsensical positions, were those that were of course taken by the former Labour Chairman of 

LFEPA, Val Shawcross, when she was in a similar position. 

 

London Fire Brigade is now attending half as many fires as it used to a decade ago.  Fire deaths have 

fallen by a third and the number of fires in London is lower  

 

Darren Johnson (Deputy Chair):  We are getting onto the wider issues way beyond the Mayoral 

Directive now. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Fine.  I just thought it would be to the advantage of the 

Assembly to hear the background to my decision. 

 

Darren Johnson (Deputy Chair):  We will be able to hear it later on during Assembly Member Shah’s 

question.   

 

Andrew Dismore (AM):  We heard your peroration there, Mayor. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  It is not my peroration, I have not even begun. 

 

Andrew Dismore (AM):  Is that fact not that you have been trying to dodge your responsibility for 

these cuts, but people are now going to be able to see just who is responsible for decimating the fire 

service; you, the Mayor, who sits on the eighth floor like the Emperor Nero in his golden palace, fiddling 

while Rome burns.  You are decimating the Fire Brigade aren’t you? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I think the conclusion people will indeed draw is that there are 

Labour Members of LFEPA who do not have the sense of responsibility and devotion to public service 

that I think their predecessors on that body had, and who are determined to play party politics and have 

not submitted any kind of credible budget whatever and who therefore place me in a position where I 

have no other option but to go forward with the consultation.  It will be a genuine consultation, it will go 

on for six months, and I think we are seeing a very successful example of consultation in respect of the 

proposals for the police estate reforms. I think that is going well, and we are determined to have the 

same thing with fire. 

 

Darren Johnson (Deputy Chair):  We are going way beyond the issue of the Directive there. 

 

Valerie Shawcross CBE (AM):  Chair, point of order, I have been named.  Do I have an opportunity for 

a personal explanation? 



 

 

Darren Johnson (Deputy Chair):  You have to be misrepresented.  I think he was praising you. 

 

Valerie Shawcross CBE (AM):  I think I have been misrepresented. 

 

Darren Johnson (Deputy Chair):  You do not have a right of reply if someone says something nice 

about you. 

 

Valerie Shawcross CBE (AM):  I still think I was misrepresented.  Just briefly, Chair, I feel that I was 

misrepresented in as much as the changes we made under the first London Safety Plan had cross party 

agreement and consultation and were genuinely designed to make London safer.  Thank you. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  If I may, that was because the Conservative Members were 

determined to be commonsensical. 

 

Darren Johnson (Deputy Chair):  That was not a question to you. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I can give you what Val said at the time. 

 

Darren Johnson (Deputy Chair):  Is this on the LFEPA Directive? 

 

Roger Evans (AM):  Yes, it is about the Directive.  I will try not to misrepresent anyone, Chair, 

although as they have not actually come up with anything themselves so far, it is difficult to 

misrepresent it.  Mr Knight was talking about delaying the consultation until the opposition have 

published some alternative plans that we could perhaps include in it.  That is news to me, because I have 

not seen any alternative plans yet and I did not think there were any. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  There aren’t any.  They are just -- 

 

Roger Evans (AM):  Do you agree, Mr Mayor, that they should hurry up and tell us their alternative, 

tell us what services they would cease, which fire stations they would close so that Londoners can then 

make a true decision rather than listen to rather pompous and overblown rhetoric we have been hearing 

from some of them this morning? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Well I rather like the pompous and overblown rhetoric; it makes a 

change from the normal nonsense.  I think actually it is their duty to come up with some proposals.  It is 

shameful that the Labour Members and Liberal Members have been unable to formulate any kind of 

plan whatever for London’s fire safety.  We have no choice other than to go forward with a consultation 

that I think will engage Londoners, and we will listen to what they say.  I must tell you that at the 

moment I am minded to place more weight on the representations made to me by experienced Fire 

Brigade professionals than by the Labour politicians, some of whom are here today. 

 

Tony Arbour (AM):  Are you aware that the delay which has been caused by the rejection of the 

LFEPA recommendations has prevented my constituents from receiving a substantially improved service 

by the addition of extra resources, which means the citizens of south west London are being prevented 

from having far better service than the even very excellent service they get?  Your imposing of this 



 

Direction ensures that my residents, and of course at the end of the day, all residents of London get a 

better service 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  That is absolutely right, Tony.  I would just remind you, Val was 

hiding her light under a bushel just now, but what she said when she was Chair of LFEPA in 2005 when 

she had to make cuts, the basic thrust of the point she made was that,  

 

“We are moving fire engines out to outer London where we think we can save more lives.  In 

central London we can get fire engines out to homes and businesses within five minutes.” 

 

I think that was the right line of argument to take.  What we are trying to do now, and this is the thrust 

of the Commissioner’s proposals, is to make sure we have more boroughs falling within the target 

response times for both first and second appliances. 


